Juine, 1945

Oklahoma Er.dmr umi Fish Newns

WICHITA WONDERLAND!

By Juanrma Mauarrey

@Jauﬂ: wus another great Roosevelr wha m-gnpm:l the Presi-
dennial chair fﬂrn-' years ago. FHiz keen [urcs!hht and
love of the uut-ﬂf—dmru Wik l't'!.POI'iﬁlh]t tor saving much

of the wild beauties, including animal lile, of the Old West
for Futm‘t bﬂ'm‘.‘mtmm

W!lfn "-"U'u m:l.]-cl: VIour cour IJE d.'l.f g[t‘ﬂt wlch!l:l Mmm
rains {II:IIZIUI‘JJJ.:J Wllcﬂjfe Hrfugc in senthwest Oblahoma's
Comanche county, remember with reverent thanksgiving that
tl]ﬂt sulurlch and [ﬂ\-‘ﬂblﬂ Rﬂugh Rldff. I}rﬂidfnt Thmdun‘
Rﬂﬂ.’iﬂ‘u‘ﬂ‘ttl E}ﬂ]hﬂl]l}f 'L"ISIUI'!LI'J E].‘H'_ g‘]b'l.ﬂul, |:lln.1,'grm_1l'h.l ﬂ.l'il:l
forest and wildlife sanctuary just as you see and enjoy it today.

Area and Early History

Embricing the major portion of the rugged Wichia
Mountains, this greac refuge covers 6] 480 acres, Admin-
istered by the Fish and Wildlife Service under the United
Srtares D.L'.‘P'.ll.'tn‘.lﬂnl. ol the Interior {fﬂrmcd}- the Bureau ol
Biological Survey, U. S. Department of Agriculture), the
Pﬂs[ ten EHET :]t ACE WA once i P.ﬂ.rt D:F th.c iﬁLP‘.ﬂEhﬂ'. CIJ-
l]lﬂﬂfh:. I.ﬂ"i'l-'.'l. RESC["I"EI:IIDI'I in I'.IICI. [ll{.‘ll‘ﬂﬂ T:n‘imr}', ﬂ'll‘ﬂ"-'l"i'l
open to sectlement in 1901, Congress set it aside as a forest
reserve. It received the added designaion of a national game
FI.'CSCWC. dl-d.if'?md LL¥] thc Frf!:r\'ﬂ.tj.ﬂﬂ D{ "?ﬂlld. Jﬂim.ﬂ.l! .'lﬂ'd
birds of natonal |:npurt.1m.:, by Theodore Roosevele's presi-
dential proclamation of June 2, 1905, based upon a special
act l'l[ Cﬂllgl'cﬁﬁ ﬁﬂﬂlff d'.l."l[ }'I:"Ir

Ill hf.'lrch, ]W. Ihl:' gﬁﬂ[ Fmﬁcr"ﬂ: Wils rcdcsign:lt:d d'":
Wichita Nanonal Forest and Game Preserve. This e
remained unel 1935 when its present name came into being,
I['I d'lﬂ:t FAIe }"Eﬂ.r ﬂ]:l:' F['CS‘.'"[ IE.EULC mnnny:r, Emrs:: l.
Greenwale, ook over supervision of the refuge. In his decade
of service there, this genial and hospitable naturalist has
grown to love every crevice and cranny of the “funny old
hills” whose rock-ridden majesty, | am cercamn, came into
being on a day when che Creator was 1n a particularly gra-
cious and jubilant mood! Guests ar the refuge headquar-
ters near Cache, Oklahoma, invanably are infused with Green-
walt's enthusiasm for s Wichiea Wonderland.

Don't Rush

DU[I.[ I.'.I.'.L[IJ'EL' I'J.'IE ITIJIEEHL[.C Df ju'lning I:I.'IC mﬁhing E[{IW{IS
who frequent this vast treasure filled storchouse of Nature's
riches, merely skimming through and raking for graned
that here are some preery lakes, some quecr, jagged moun-
tains, a lot of good fishing, with thar “Oh-lookie-there's-
some-buffalo” attitude. You'll miss a priceless opportunity
to see one of Oklahoma's finest pieces of natural handiwork
combined with Man's magnanimous addicions to a primitive
'“ETI'II'tg..

Fishing, harh'mg camping and beautiful scenery are

free and Pltnnful in the Wichitas, More chan forey lakes,
buile in che n:l.rl!.- 1930s by CCC, WPA and other public
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works agencies, impound a total of 1,200 acres of sparkling,
fish laden waters for angler indulgence. Much of the con-
struction was financed by public subscription of Lawron,
Oklahoma cinzens. Lawton E:s a few miles to the southeast
of the refuge, Twenty-three of the refuge lakes are belund
concrete dams; They range in surface area from a few acres
w Lake Elmer Thomas's 542 acres. Lake Lawmnka, owned
and operated by the City of Lawton, lies just outside the
refuge area at the east end, and covers 2,300 acres,

Big Game
Quite naturally the wildlife enthusiast’s attention 1
likely to céneer firse apon the big game ammals on the

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge—for here che mighey
buffalo, the lustoric longhoen cartle, the fleet-foored ante-
lope, the majestic elk, and the flashy whitetailed deer live
in unfettered freedom on the 61,000 acres ul lush grazing
and forest lands. Eighty-one miles of strong 7 1/2 focr steel
fence line separate the refuge and its wild inhabicants from
the encroachment of civilization and s domestic Hocks and
herds.

The Wichita rn:fugl: 15 alive with sPrinE;tErn: E|urics and
actvities just now. New bom buffalo and longhorn . calves
WETS lilﬂ.kiillg d'ttir I.PPCEI.:J.I'IW I'Iﬂl.l.l'l'!r r].'l'l: I-ﬂSt Wﬂk il'l AF“!
—l_l'I': Coune 'ﬂlf thﬂ new L‘ahiﬂ Ih: FHI:H.nlI'I.i-_"' I. \"li-ltl‘d tl}:m Wils
38 in che buffalo herds, 29 in the longhorn family, These
new addivions brought che buffalo herd w a total of 566,
the longhorn cactle o 261, The elk, at lasc count, totaled
209, the antelope 35. About 802 white tailed deer are esti
mlitd 1 Il'I.C WII:I.'I.IL"'I. rci'ugc ]'tl:'d! th“llgh th':"r' NG albullflﬂ-“l
over many square miles of territory surrounding che refuge

he adjoining Fore Sill milicary reservation harbors
1 thuu':nnd head or more.

The Bufidlo

By a queer quick, typical of Man's heedless use of the
Old West's vast waldlife sup lies, the buffalo herd of the
Wichitas had wo get s start from animals shipped from the
New York Zoological Park in 1907, Here where the rock-
bound hills had resounded for centuries wich the bear of
himrt hoofs on the Wichita gra*—:slands the pic:urcsqur old

“rough-coats” were gone—totally extinet in their native Ok-
lahoma haunes—before the few prudent naturalists of the
carly 1900s began o do something about it. An estimared
60,000,000 (that's right, MILLION!) buffalo once inhab.
ived MNorth Americal

Fifteen of the finest buffalo in the New York Zoological
Park were shipped to che Wichiea Preserve in Ocrober, 1907
The herd has thrived steadily since, and it now 15 necessary
to thin the herd each year, to avoid overgrazing of exisung
range facilities, Some noted individuals have been counced

{Cﬂnrinurd on [.':Jgr.' B)
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The sbove maop is reprinted, courfesy of the Lawten, Oklohama, Chambar

i h::!‘ﬂ. from o holder entitied, “Lawton, Fort 5l omd the Wichito
R v

Bolaw: Part of the buffele cows and this yeer's ealves. To the right @
Mt Scott, best known ond highest af the Wichita Mounfaini. A spiral drive-
woy leads ta the lop.
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Ernest J. Greeawall, Rofoge Momoger, Wichitm Mountming Wildilile
lgfuge, Coche, Oklshoma,

among, the Wichiea buffalo herd, Among these was “Black
Dog"* who, though a small calf when shipped o the preserve,
arcained a wul_-.;ht of 2800 pounds, one of che largest bulfalo
ever tecorded. "'General Lawron”, the last of the ongmal
fifreen, died in November, 1930, being more than 25 vears
II[1_|__ Hﬂ_' [, WIS 3 r["['l_]'l!'L. Il]lf' }i:lfl HTEen, IL'.I{' ['i“f i |'||'1
head Fully 20 inches ]ung.
The Longhorns

The picturesque longhorn catde were antroduced to the
Wichita Iiffngr in 1927, The breed is said to ])l: the Firse
cattle to set toot on America’s shores, brought in by the
Spanish in 1521, They became the progenitors o rhc millions
of ]r:—nglmrn cactle thar aprc.ul 1.1|m||lx. fanwise, fram Vera
Cruz over the coastal lri-um‘ of Texus and the Grear Plains
l'ﬂ_"i_.][:ln& [ {5 Ellt F;Ir TWEST. It 1% |)Lljt'\f..!| '.['!I 1] 8 lI'If.' !r1r1-:!']1nrll “l'l'llL'l'I
was more a type than a distnce breed, was the Pm-dl.lc: largely
of tatural s.;_iu_l:luu and environment. e was P.:.rn-.uiarl'l..f
well suited to the and conditions of the Southwest because
lmlﬂh]l. L]'mui [SE‘D t]1.|:' Tr:x;i\
|u'15|1rrrn was at the i"-:"‘h- af 1ts feign,

Short-homed bulls were introduced, Followed by Here-

lie was |'.|.r|_'l1.; and acove.

fords eo improve the cattle for beet prurposes, and the " pure’”
steain of |1:11E!w.1rn-. became almost exonct. Will €. Buarns
and J. H. Hatton of the U, 5. Forest Service, wich the mid of
Senator John B. Kindrick of Wyoming, finally suceceded
W securng a Congressional appropnation to estabhish the
nucleus of the Wichi ]||I1="]‘.|.mt1 cartle herd,

Although the |rr|1g|mrn cannot be classed as 2 game
animal, ics preservation 1s of great nterest, because this breed
of carcle, new r-.1|.1i|.f|_'. becomung cxunct, was 5o Pmmin:m[l\.-
identified with the early history of the West,
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{.:'i'!.l.'l-'l'.l Fira Ell.l.l‘li." |!.l]£'.f l{:!.h':-' .\k'll'u'.i

Some of the big Wichita stects have grown to amazing
}Tr‘?i"l“[—ruin‘- IlLHbl‘ltL *E“. tl.l. 8 tl'l Ak EiJJIL‘I'lnl'rI'H ANE H‘. |'|f.'rl]|'||
thought to be “long on the hom, shore on the beef, lean
and Enm,L'l". lnnLLug‘ The largest attamed a weight of
-II'-’45 F\l',llln‘i]"l I ]{.JH Tllr_ |'||]r"]'| ||J Llll, L] s 1,.“'.'.‘. E“r‘”?l I'll::lrl
.r{:l;nLL]ii. wicth o shight ewist and many measure in excess of
six feer from tp to tip. Horns over seven feer are rare; over
cight feer, extremely scarce,

One of the intrigwng charcenstics of the longhoms
are thar vaned and unp'cdut.lh[c colerings, They may be
of any wlor—speckled, moans; “pied”™, brndle, with fawn
colors or yellows and light reds i conspicuous proportions.

Elk, Antelope. Dezr

Fiest of the Wichiea Mounciins Wildhte Reluge elk

came from Jackson Hole, Wyoming i 1911, Others were

added from there and Yellowstone Navonal Park i 1912

(Cn:‘.tr.'.utq{ on [ age ]f:-}

Thore's much ta bo scemn and enjoyed om tha Wichita Mountalas
Wildlite Refuge, (1) Gatoway ai Ths ooof enlrance; 121 Bullals In
the exhibition posture. Mate the stiong stesl-wire ftenco. Theme are
B0 milas of this dividimg the inu::un:lhlu party of ihe Reofuge from
a.eat spen ler recrectian; 131 imt ald rall fence eonstructed

about 10 yeors age by ECE lnbar within tha innar reaches of the
Aetuge, providing cwocllent nesti spots  for  gquail ond  othor
ground-dwelbers; 141 Typleel af the wil- e lakes which stud the
Wichita Mountaing throsghout the mefuge s BT-acre Leke Rush,



